CCCYA

Alberta

Child and Youth Advocate

Ph: (780) 422-6056

Email: ca.information@ocya.alberta.ca

British Columbia

Representative for Children and Youth Toll-
Free: 1-800-476-3933

Email: rcy@rcybc.ca

Manitoba

Advocate for Children and Youth
Ph: (204) 988-7440

Email: info@manitobaadvocate.ca

New Brunswick

Child and Youth Advocate

Ph: (506) 453-2789

Email: advocate-defenseur@gnb.ca

Newfoundland and Labrador
Child and Youth Advocate

Ph: (709) 753-3888

Email: office@ocya.nl.ca

Nova Scotia

Office of the Ombudsman

Youth Services

Ph: (902) 424-6780

Email: ombudsman@novascotia.ca

Nunavut

Representative for Children and Youth
Ph: (867) 975-5090

Email: contact@rcynu.ca

Ontario

Office of the Ombudsman
Children and Youth Unit

Ph: (416) 325-5669

Email: cy-ej@ombudsman.on.ca

Prince Edward Island

Office of the Child and Youth Advocate
Ph: (902) 368-5630

Email: voiceforchildren@ocyapei.ca

Québec

Commission des droits de la personne
et des droits de la jeunesse

Tél: (514) 873-5146

Email: information@cdpdj.qc.ca

Saskatchewan

Advocate for Children and Youth
Ph: (306) 933-6700

Email: contact@saskadvocate.ca

Yukon

Child and Youth Advocate
Ph: (867) 456-5575
Email: info@ycao.ca
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MEDIA STATEMENT

Canadian Council of Child and Youth Advocates stresses the need to make children’s
rights a priority on National Child Day and beyond.

November 19, 2020 (Saskatoon) — November 20th is National Child Day, and the Canadian
Council of Child and Youth Advocates (CCCYA) encourages everyone to participate in
virtual activities to celebrate children and their rights.

National Child Day is a day dedicated to honouring children and increasing awareness of their
rights under The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The
UNCRC is an international human rights law that sets out the broad range of rights held by
children and youth. Under the terms of the UNCRC, Canada is required to meet the basic
needs of young people across the country, without discrimination, and to help them reach
their full potential.

“All decisions that impact young people must be made in their best interests and be informed
by the perspectives and opinions of children and youth themselves,” said Dr. Lisa Broda,
President of the CCCYA and Saskatchewan’s Advocate for Children and Youth.

National Child Day presents an opportunity to raise public awareness of children’s rights and
to reflect as a nation on our progress to implement them. “We must be vigilant in our
obligations to respect the rights of children and youth year-round,” said Broda.

This year has been unique in that we have seen unprecedented impacts on the rights of
children due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The response to the pandemic, while necessary to
protect the health and safety of everyone, has impacted children in a myriad of ways — the
long-term consequences of which remain to be seen. School closures, social isolation, and
interruptions to services integral to child well-being have exacerbated existing vulnerabilities.
Decisions made today, can have lasting effects on children.

As we navigate our way through the pandemic and beyond, it is even more important that we
make the rights of children a priority. Article 3 of the UNCRC requires that “In all actions
concerning children [...] the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration.” All
actions taken to respond to the pandemic involve children. Moving forward, the needs of
children cannot be an afterthought.

“Children and youth must be at the centre of all planning, and an appropriate balance must be
struck that respects and protects all elements of their well-being. The best way to ensure this
is done is to involve young people in decisions being made about their present and their
future, and to seriously listen to what they have to say,” said Broda.

Safe participation in virtual National Child Day activities provides a chance to better
understand the importance and relevance of the UNCRC. For more information on National
Child Day activities in your area, please contact the CCCYA member’s office in your
jurisdiction.

The CCCYA also wants to take this opportunity to express our deepest appreciation for the
hard work and commitment of all those who are working with, serving, and supporting
children and youth throughout this difficult and uncertain time. We thank you for the
difference you have made — and continue to make — in the lives of our children.
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About the Canadian Council of Child and Youth Advocates

The Canadian Council of Child and Youth Advocates is an association of government-appointed children's advocates,
ombudsman and representatives who hold explicit legislated mandates to protect the rights of children and youth in Canada.
Government appoints them as independent officers of the legislatures in their respective jurisdictions.

Media inquiries:

Michelle Beattie

Office of the Saskatchewan Advocate for Children and Youth
mbeattie@saskadvocate.ca
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